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Educational frame work 
in Vietnam (from 2016)
• On 18th October 2016 the Ministerial 

decision 1982/QD-TTg about the 
Vietnamese qualification framework 
has been issued. According to this, 
the qualification system has been 
divided into 8 level:     

Level 1 - Elementary Level I; Level 2 -
Elementary level II, Level 3 - Elementary 
level III, Level 4 - Intermediate level; 
Level 5 - College; Level 6 - University; 
Level 7 - Master; Level 8 - PhD.  



Number of teacher education institutions in 2017
(Nguyen C-T, 2018)

Type Supplying Teachers for Number of credits in the 
program Quantity

University of Pedagogy Junior and Senior high schools; elementary 
schools; Kindergartens 120-140 credits 6

Comprehensive university having a teacher 
training program Junior and Senior high schools; 120-140 credits 55

VNU, University of Education Junior and Senior high schools 130-140 credits 1

Teacher Training College Junior high schools (and some elementary 
schools) 90-110 credits 29

Comprehensive college having a teacher 
training program

Junior high schools
(and some elementary schools) 90-110 credits 22

Teacher training professional school Kindergartens, elementary schools 40-60 credits 2

Vocational school having a teacher training 
program Kindergarten, elementary schools 40-60 credits Unidentifiable



Some issues 
(Nguyen C-T, 
2018)

Teacher training colleges are under the management of localities, so it is difficult to 
manage the concentration on enrollment targets.

The system of teacher education is varied in terms of level (from 
vocational/professional school to university), and management (from government 
management like VNU to municipality management like colleges or provincial 

universities). 

Due to the noticeable increase (from 99 institutions in years 1980 to about 150 
institutions in 2017) and to the un-unified and incoherent management, inadequate 
planning of admission policies from cities and provinces teacher training institutions 
with diverse form of training including both formal and non-formal school, short-term 
and long-term, the redundant and shortage occur in different level of education. 

For instance, in 2017 there are 21,005 teachers at junior school in redundant and 
32,641 teachers at kindergarten in shortage.          



Teacher education: curriculum (Nguyen C-T, 
2018)

I. General education knowledge (not including Physical education and Military 
education)
There are 19 modules in this part. For example, modules in Mathematics Teacher 
training curriculum include: Marxism – Leninism, Ho Chi Minh Ideology, Philosophy, 
Vietnam communist party history, Ho Chi Minh ideology, Foreign language, 
Informatic, Psychology.      

80 teaching 
units (TU)

II. Minimum education professional knowledge 130 (TU)

- Subject knowledge: for example, General Algebra, Differential equation, Complex function, 
Probability…    

75

- Additional knowledge: soft skills      30

- Practicum (practicing pedagogy) 10

- Internship, professional knowledge 5

- Thesis or graduation exam 10



q Japan about 145 years
q China – 60 years
q USA - 14 years
q Hong Kong – 12years
q UK, Singapore, Sweden – 10 years
q Vietnam, Australia, Iran – 8 years
q Philippines, Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia – 4 years
q Palestine – 1 year 

Lesson Study in the world (Jean Lang, 2012)



LS in Vietnam



LS in 
Vietnam



Lesson Study focuses on student learning (less on teaching) (Jean Lang, 2012)



Examples

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
ptRlcY3YufU at the elementary Bich
Son, Viet Yen, Bac Giang, Vietnam 
(2008)
• Lower secondary school  Nguyen 

Truc, Thanh Oai, Hanoi, Vietnam 
(2018)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptRlcY3YufU
IMG_4001.MOV


Example



Teachers imagine and observe learning in 
great detail – ‘It’s an eye opener’

• They can discover that their assessments of 30% of 
students are inaccurate – often very inaccurate

• They discover new aspects of their students’ 
learning

• They are happy to take risks because the focus is 
on the learning and the research lesson is shared

• They improve and refine micro teaching strategies
• They ‘get inside the heads’ of their students making 

their learning visible



LS enables teachers to control how they deal with 
classroom complexity in subsequent teaching

• They are able to switch off the filters developed as 
coping mechanisms in their early teaching career 
(and back on)

• They see a new learning phenomenon in a case 
pupil and can then see it in others without being 
overwhelmed by complexity



Some 
problem of 
TPD in 
Vietnam 
(according 
to Sato, 
2010)

Evaluative attitude

Bureaucrats

Lack of learning

Lack of dialogue

Lack of motivation / incentive



LS and new curriculum

• Which direction?
• Which context?
• What content?
• What competency?



Top 6 digital transformation trends in Education









Much more 
data than 

ever before
(Ho T-B, 
2019) 





Qualification 
(Tran Y-D, 

2019)





And statistical thinking?

4CC, UNESCO 3C, 7 competences (Vietnam, 2018)



In the new informatic curriculum (1/2019)

• Computer Thinking: The process of identifying computational aspects in the 
world around us, thereby helping to solve the problem, such as knowing how to 
divide the problem into manageable parts and Give algorithms to solve them. 
Computer thinking is a basic and necessary skill for everyone, not just for 
computer scientists. Computer thinking is a cognitive and logical reasoning 
process to solve the problem, which is the ability to:

+ Decomposition of work and data.
+ The generalization, identification and usage of patterns. + Abstraction, choice of 
representation.
+ Conditions for evaluation and estimation.
+ Algorithm. Computer thinking not only allows students to access computer topics 
but more importantly, it develops students' thinking skills to solve problems in 
learning and life. 



Statistics in the new curriculum (1/2019)



Conclusion


