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CRICED’s Role as a Core Center for International
Cooperation in Education
0 With a focus on projects in fiscal years
2002 & 2003 O

Prof. Yokuo Murata
Director of CRICED

Approximately a year has passed since the Center for
Research on International Cooperation in Educational
Development at the University of Tsukuba (CRICED)
was established in April 2002. In fiscal years 2002 and
2003, within a budget allocated at the discretion of the
university president, CRICED’s headquarters was set up
at in room A201 in the college of humanities building
located on the campus of the University of Tsukuba. The
opening ceremony was held on November 6, 2002.
Nearly 60 people both from the inside and the outside of
the University of Tsukuba attended the ceremony,
including Yasuo Kitahara, the President of the University
of Tsukuba, Hideaki Takagi, the Vice-President in charge
of research at the University of Tsukuba, Shigeo Okaya,
then Head of the International Cooperation Policy Office
in the International Affairs Section of the Minister’s
Secretariat, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology, Shinji Ishii, Professor at
Hiroshima University and Director of the Center for the
Study of International Cooperation in Education (CICE).
In February 2003, also within a budget allocated at the
discretion of the president, the branch office at the Otsuka
campus in Tokyo was opened, consisting of three
sections, a workshop room, a liaison office, and the
director’s office. On March 5, about 30 participants
including Yasuhiro Yukimatsu, Head of the International
Cooperation Policy Office in the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Seience and Technology, attended a
ceremony commemorating its establishment.

CRICED has already acted as a core center in Japan for
international cooperation in education on behalf of

developing countries. We have promoted a variety of
activities, including a basic education support project, a
project for the development of teaching materials for
training, offering lectures and school guidance for
teachers and educational administrators of developing
countries, and organizing international forums. One of
the major projects, a collaborative research project on
basic education, was conducted in the Philippines,
Indonesia, Thailand, and Sri Lanka, based upon the
research by a Grant-in Aid for Scientific Research
(A)(1), entitled® A Comparative Study of International
Cooperation and Assistance Methods for Basic Education
in Southeast Asian Countries: Development of
International Cooperation and Assistance Methods by
Japan (Project Leader: Prof. Yokuo Murata. 2002-2004).”
Experts were sent to each of the above countries. In the
Philippines, two researched mathematics and science
education. In Indonesia, two researched education for
children with special needs, one studied mathematics
education, and two covered educational management. In
Thailand, one researched mathematics education. In Sri
Lanka, one covered education for children with special
needs while another researched educational management.
We have also promoted projects mainly in Southeast and
South Asian countries, including basic education
development projects in Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Vietnam, and Honduras. On
November 18, 2002, the international forum titled* First
International Forum on Basic Education Development in
South and Southeast Asian Countries: Looking for
Alternative Models in Reference to Japanese Educational
Experiences” was held at University Hall in the
University of Tsukuba. The invited participants of the
forum were Mr. Torpekai Sultani (Afghanistan),
Assistant Professor Md Badal Miah (Mymensingh
Teachers Training College, Bangladesh), Vice-Director
Siridej Sujiva (Chulalongkorn University, Thailand),
Professor Marsigit (State University of Yogyakarta,
Indonesia), and Assistant Professor Antonio E.
Batomalaque (University of San Carlos, the Philippines).
All delivered speeches on the current status of basic
education in their countries as well as the need for
international cooperation in education. At the end of the
forum, CRICED Japanese staff played a central role in
discussing an educational cooperation model sponsored
by Japan.

From the next fiscal year, 2003, the International
Cooperation Policy Office (ICPO) in the International
Affairs Section, the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology plans to play a central



role in building a base system for international
cooperation in education by promoting various projects.
The Center for the Study of International Cooperation in
Education, Hiroshima University (CICE), and the Center
for Research on International Cooperation in Educational
Development, the University of Tsukuba (CRICED) are
highly expected to play important roles as core centers for
international cooperation in education. In the next fiscal
year 120 million yen has been allocated for project
expenses for CICE, CRICED, and other related
organigations. CRICED plans to develop teaching
materials in mathematics/science education, and model
systems mainly regarding educational management and
education for children with special needs, based upon
Japanese educational experiences. There are also plans to
construct a support system for teachers sent abroad as
Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers members.
CRICED also intends to gather relevant information for
establishing an electronic library, which will enable
related people to access and obtain information easily.

The Tokyo branch office of CRICED established in May
this year will increasingly play an important role in carrying
out various projects. It intends to develop teaching
materials and a model of educational cooperation in
collaboration with affiliated schools in the University of
Tsukuba. Making the best of its geographical advantage in
Tokyo, it plans to hold international conferences
(symposium, forum, seminar, and others) in cooperation
with the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, JICA, other institutions such as
universities, international organizations, and NGOs. For
that purpose it is also necessary for CRICED to elicit
cooperation from various institutes within the University of
Tsukuba including the Institute of Education, the Institute
of Disability Sciences, the Institute of Psychology, the
Master’s Degree Programs of Education and Area Studies,
the Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences,
the School Education Center, the Internatinal Student
Center, the Division of International Relations, and the
Academic Service Office for Life and Information
Engineering. I would like to develop CRICED at the
University of Tsukuba into a core center in Japan by
carrying out projects fully utilizing its headquarters and
Tokyo branch office. We deeply appreciate the cooperation
of the related organizations such as the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology,
universities and institutions in and out of Japan, NGOs,
and other various international organizations, and look
forward to continued interactions and support in the
future.
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CRICED, University of Tsukuba, Japan Movember [H, 2002

2020 110 180000000000

Mathematics Programs for International
Cooperation in Indonesia

Marsigit
Faculty of Mathematics and Science,
State University of Yogyakarta, Indonesia

The main problems of mathematics education in
Indonesia covers: (a) most teachers implement traditional

teaching; (b) lack of teachers having mastered science
process skill approach; (c) contents of curriculum is too
crowded; (d) too many time consuming administration
stipulation for teachers; (e) lack of laboratory equipment
and laboratory human resource. While Indonesian
educationists agreed, as it was stated by Peterson in
Grouws, et al. (1988) that the challenge for educators in
the next decade is to improve students’ learning of higher
order skills in mathematics; teachers should organize



instruction to involve children so that they actively
construct their own knowledge with understanding. The
currently studies on education in Indonesia come to a
suggestion that to improve mathematics teaching in
Indonesia, its need to (1) implement more simple and
flexible curriculum, (2) redefine the role of the teachers,
(3) redefine the role of schools, (4) improve autonomy of
teachers, and (5) promote better collaboration between
school and university as well as other educational
institutions.

On the other side, slightly pictures of mathematics
teaching practices in Japan indicated that the strategies
developed by the teachers covers (a) learning basics
concepts, (b) grasping the problem (motivation), (¢)
expectations (perspective), (d) solving the problems, (e)
summarizing the learning contents, and (f) applying the
learning contents. Therefore, to improve the quality of
mathematics and sciences education in Indonesia,
Japanese educational experts suggested the followings:
(a) implementing open class teaching, (b) encouraging
the teachers to make their own teaching material

(textbook), (c) evaluating teaching, learning processes by
their students, (d) analyzing students mistakes and errors,
(e) encouraging the teachers to have good and strong will
(spirit) to develop their competences, (f) implementing
good balance of old and new method in teaching, (g)
promoting good collaboration between university and
school, (h) teachers should have their own original
method in teaching, (i) teachers should continue to
develop their teaching ability, (j) teachers always ask how
to make their own class better.

From the Ist International Forum on Basic Education
Development in South and Southeast Asian Countries,
November 18th, 2002, at University of Tsukuba, Japan,
there were hopes that among educational institutions
(across different countries) there is a constructive
collaboration covers (a) conducting seminars and
workshops, (b) conducting joint research activities, (¢)
publishing and disseminating the results of exchange
experiences and or journals, and (d) establishing
educational network among institution or countries.

The 2002 BECO Basic Education Curriculum
of the Philippines

Antonio E. Batomalaque
University of San Carlos
Philippines

Efforts to improve the quality of basic education in the
Philippines have never been as extensive as in the current
decade. One area that was given focus is on curriculum
enhancement with the aim to raise the achievement level
of the Filipino students. After a review of the curriculum
of Philippine basic education which took into
consideration both worldwide trends and Philippine
realities, the 2002 BEC was born.

The 2002 BEC is not a sweeping change but a
restructuring of the 1983 New Elementary School
Curriculum (NESC), and the 1989 New Secondary
Education Curriculum (NSEC). It is focused on the basis
of improving literacy and numeracy while inculcating
values across learning areas to make it dynamic. It is a
refined curriculum whose components have been
reclustered into fewer learning areas; with better
integration of competencies and topics within and across
these learning areas; and with more time not for

additional subject matter that will overload the learners
but for the mastery of essential competencies and for
personal analysis and reflection on the major concepts.

The Department of Education (DepEd) envisions every
learner to be functionally literate, equipped with life
skills, appreciative of the arts and sports, and imbued
with the desirable values of a person who is makabayan
(patriotic), makatao (mindful of humanity), makakal
ikasan (respectful of nature), and maka -Dios (godly)
DepEd has the mission to provide quality basic education
that is equitably accessible to all, and to lay the
foundation for lifelong learning. The over all aim entails
the acquisition of life skills, a reflective understanding
and internalization of principles and values, and the
development of the person’s multiple intelligences.

The 2002 BEC is implemented during school year
2002-2003 in public elementary and secondary schools,
and in private schools starting school year 2003-2004.
With much time, effort and resources spent in designing
the 2002 Basic Education Curriculum, do we expect the
birth of a generation of functionally literate learners
within the next couple of years? This remains to be a
question until monitoring and evaluation activities are
completed.



CRICED will be a good tree

Md. Badal Miah

Assistant Professor

Teachers Training College Mymensingh
Bangladesh

The duration of my training program in Tsukuba
University is OK. I went to individual course. Nagasu
sensei (Training Adviser) is very cooperative but busy.
He gave me a good routine for training. Hatanaka san and
Akaishi san (student of Tsukuba University) discussed
and practiced with me. I have learned many simple
experiments in physics that will be helpful for pre-service
and in-service teachers trainee. Sometimes I felt alone
because they are also busy. Besides this, I have learned
different teaching method, computer program, Japanese
culture etc. When I came back to Bangladesh, Nagasu
sensei gifted some apparatus to me for science education.
I also gifted this to T. T. College laboratories for practice.

My present action Share knowledge and practice
simple experiment with other science colleagues.

My future action plan:

1. In pre-service course I will practice simple experiments

with secondary science teachers and students.

2. During vacation (May to June) I will practice simple
experiment with science teachers in the in-service
course out-side the city. After this course, next year
follow up program.

I am very little man, poor knowledge. I am giving some

suggestions on future action plan for criced.

CRICED very good meaning
Center for Research on International Cooperation in

Educational Development
I think Japanese foreign policy- no war but with the

help of good cooperation with the human mind. This is

the great victory. In the undeveloped and developing
countries, no good practical work in the educational
institutions. So criced has a great role.

1. Arrangement of research works on using local available
rawmaterial for practice.

2. Arrangement of group training.

3. After training, follow up program in the undeveloped
and developing countries from criced or JICA experts.

In this way practical seed cultivate into the mind of

students, in future this tree will be big and given many

flowers and fruits.
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The Importance of Promoting International
Cooperation for Inclusive Education in Developing
Countries

Abin Syamsuddin Makmun

Visiting Foreign Research Fellow
(Indonesia University of Education)
CRICED, University of Tsukuba

Inclusive Education (IE) is an
excellent innovative paradigm from
the perspective of educational
development strategies to support
the successful implementation of
the Education for All (EFA)
program in line with the principle

of human rights. It is said that IE is not only an
alternative but the only way forward (Watterdal, 2002).
Putting the IE into practice, however, is not an easy task
due to the varied conditions of different countries

throughout the world, especially developing countries.
Differences may be closely interrelated to the various
constraints concerning socio-cultural (attitudinal), socio-
economical (lack of resources), leadership-managerial
(policy and institutional) factors in the respective country.
Nevertheless, results of various studies have indicated
that the IE idea has contributed significantly to the better
achievement of educational (EFA) objectives. The
sharing of successful IE experiences among countries is
thus very important. This implies that the international
cooperation should be urgently promoted. The
establishment of the Center for Research on International
Cooperation in Educational Development (CRICED) at
the University of Tsukuba, for instance, is a decidedly
important step in becoming the leader in the
implementation of the IE paradigm in developing
countries around the world.

Watterdal, M. T. (2002): Inclusive Education in
Indonesia. Braillo Norway
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The Impression of a School for the Blind in
Bandung, Indonesia

Hisae Miyauchi
College of Human Sciences
University of Tsukuba

At times, well-intentioned efforts at international
cooperation have been ineffective. For these efforts to
take place successfully, what is required?

Since the movement towards quantity of assistance to
quality of assistance began, communication is something
that has started to be focused on in international
cooperation. This is not something to promote top-down
communication (vertical communication), but to build
strong communication within the community (horizontal
communication) by using media and other communication
strategies (Kubota, 1999). In addition, in the field of
educational cooperation, Baine (1991) stated:“ The
curriculum designed for one environment may fail to
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teach skills that are required.” This points out the danger
of bringing models used in developed countries to
developing countries.

Thus, for valuable international cooperation to occur,
careful observation and exchange of communication with
the people in that country are something indispensable.
Furthermore, joint studies between researchers and
professionals of both countries may also be a valuable
solution (Nakata, 2002).

With this in mind, I have written my thesis paper to
investigate the actual conditions among students who are
receiving special education in Indonesia, hoping this will
become a fundamental source to obtain a truer essence of
international cooperation. As the first step I have chosen
a school for the blind in Bandung, which has the oldest
history in Indonesia.

Students

In Bandung School for the Blind, there were a total of
28 elementary students and 48 high school students. In
the elementary level, their characteristics were as follows:



11 totally blind students, 7 partially sighted student, 3
with total blindness and a mental handicap, and 7
partially sighted and mentally handicapped. In the high
school level, there were 17 partially sighted students, 24
totally blind students, 2 partially sighted with intellectual
disability, and 5 totally blind with intellectual disability.
Here, the most intriguing thing was that the school didn’t
seem to value measuring students’ eye disease or eye
acuity.

The day of students in Indonesia started early: around
5 a.m. on weekdays and 6 or 7 a.m. weekends. Most of
the younger students lived at home with their parents,
whereas most of the elder students lived in the dorm.
Both parents of many students were working in order to
support the family and give the children an opportunity to
obtain education.
Teachers

There were a total of 50 teachers (26 with normal
versioned and 24 with total blindness) in the school. In
spite of the differences of qualifications, years of
teaching, age, and visual acuity, their common goal
seemed to be to give students the best education possible.
As their next goal, improving the quality of teaching by
attending training courses or going abroad was mentioned
by many of the teachers.
Curricula

For elementary students, taking 9 subjects per year was
required and this was also the same for the students with
multiple disabilities. Unlike schools in Japan, many of
the subjects were related to religion, music, and language.
Teaching Materials

Braille books were present at the school for the
students to use; however, the school was facing serious
shortage of them. Due to the high cost of paper, there
were too few books to be given out to each student.
Teachers seem to be struggling trying to overcome this
problem.

CCTVs for low visioned students were available for
use, but didn’t seem to be actively used. Beneath the

problem of not having enough teaching materials there
seem to lay the necessity of increasing the teachers’
knowledge regarding the materials. With the need of
improving teachers’ skills, the process of distribution of
such instruments may need to be thought over. In
addition, a follow-up is something that should be
implemented.
Conclusion

Teachers in the Bandung School for the Blind had
various ideas and have put time and effort into providing
students with good education with limited materials. As
for international cooperation, the things that are asked for
may be opportunities for teachers to obtain education
abroad, for visiting professionals to offer skills and ideas
and for joint studies between researchers of both
countries. These steps, not just money and infrastructure,
will facilitate further enhancement of the quality of
education at Bandung School for the Blind and perhaps
throughout Indonesia. In addition, many of the teachers
mentioned about increasing the quality of teaching being
their next goal as a teacher. The meaning of quality may
include learning more about visual disability, and this
may perhaps lead to the school measuring the students’
eye disease and eye acuity. Sharing methods used in the
schools in Japan may be one of helpful suggestion.
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The importance of promoting international
cooperation in education

Yuki Kawakubo
Research Assistant of CRICED

I participated in the 1st International Forum on Basic
Education Development in Asia Countries on November
18. I found that developing countries have many
problems in education, and that this is especially so in the
school settings in Afghanistan. Further, through the
discussion about CRICED activities with its staff and the
presenters from Afghanistan, Indonesia, Thailand and
Philippine at the forum, I realized the importance of
promoting international cooperation in education.

In developing countries, many children cannot go to
school because of poverty. Furthermore, children with
special needs are often treated as uneducable. However,
people have the right to education and self-actualization
wherever they are born and whatever kind of disabilities
they have. International cooperation in education is
needed to maintain these rights.

What can we do? What should we do? I believe that we
should not only supply material to developing countries,
but also information, theory and methodology. We have a
long way to go. I would therefore like to propose that we
undertake research on education in developing countries
with researchers in these countries. I am conducting
neuropsychological studies of children with autism. I
would like very much to take part in joint studies
conducted by researchers in both Japan and developing
countries. Such collaboration would give us a better
understanding of the behavior of these children.
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Lessons for Developing Countries
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Master program-Area Studies
University of Tsukuba

“ Education is a marvelously complex process.
Everyone proclaims its value. Few doubt its utility. No
one discounts its prominence” (Samoff, 1996). Research
since 1980 including,” the recent work of Schultz (1994)
had confirmed the robustness over time of the human
capital approach first advanced over 30 years ago”
(Burnett, 1996).“ The starting point in human capital
theory: education ought to be regarded as an investment
in developing a country’s human resources. The East
Asian experience proves the value of investing in
Education, since it is precisely that investment that
differentiates the successes from the failures” (Samoff,
1996). Therefore, many of the international agencies,
including UNICEF, have paid an increasing attention to
education. The overarching objective of these agencies is
empowering the poor by improving their productivity via
enhancing the quality of basic education (Burnett &
Partinos, 1996).

“ Human Capital has become a prime economic
resource in (many) countries and a key determinant of
global competitiveness. Producing human capital is
therefore essential and governments are seeking new
approaches to enhance individual and collective
economic performance, and promote the efficiency of
education systems” (OECD, 2000).“ Global economic
competition, the development of trade, and the resources
invested by each country in education have raised
awareness that education systems and education policies
have indeed become a major, even strategic, economic
challenge in a context of global competition. (Therefore),
the performances of these systems are accordingly subject
to scrutiny and comparison (OECD, 2000). Thus,” those
in public office have to be held to account for the
authority they have exercised on behalf of the public.
Accountability in this context can be considered as the
processes whereby those that exercise power are
subjected to effective scrutiny, and if necessary effective
challenge and sanction, in order to seek to ensure that the
exercise of power is within the terms of a conception of
the public will. In this sense, the role of accountability
can be said as a check on efficiency in relation to
substantive standards” (Feintuck, 1994).

“ In spite of this, the stance of governments in many
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developing countries has been different. Instead of
emphasizing the social benefits of education, they began
to consider only its economic costs. As a result of this
many developing countries sought to stabilize - if not to
reduce- expenditure on education” (Carnoy & Torres,
1994).“ With the slowing of economic growth in the
seventies, governments cut public spending including that
on education. Some governments admitted doing so on
financial grounds. Others justified their decisions on the
principles of democratization, decentralization and
efficiency. Whatsoever the motivation, educational
funding across nations in the last two decades has
generally declined” (Kwong, 2000). This stance has left
its fingerprints on financing education in many
developing countries.

Therefore, developing countries are advised to increase
its expenditure on education.“ Economic growth,
increased international trade and investment,
technological advance-all are very important. But they
are means, not ends. Whether they contribute to human
development in the 21st century will depend on whether
they expand people’s choices, whether they help create an
environment for people to develop their full potential and
lead productive, creative lives” (UNDP, 2002).“ No
country can follow a course of lopsided development for
such a long time-where economic growth is not matched
by advances in human development, or vice versa” (INP,
2001). Another® lesson of the 20th century is that
poverty begins when even one child is denied his or her

fundamental right to education” (UNDP, 2002).
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