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The poorest fifth receives
1.4% of total world income

The cover design shows the global distribu-
tion of income. Therichest20% of the world’s
population receives 82.7% of the total world
income while the poorest 20% receives only
1.4%. Global economic growth rarely filters
down. The global income distribution by
quintile is as follows:

World population World income
Richest 20% 82.7%
Second 20% 11.7%
Third 20% 2.3%
Fourth 20% 1.9%
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