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Adult (aged15-49) HIV Prevalence rate in 2004
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Japan contributes to HIV/AIDS education

increase in the number of per-

sons infected by HIV/AIDS
worldwide, the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) has started to
place greater emphasis on pre-
vention of the epidemic.

Jamaica is the first country
outside of Africa that will benefit
from this new move. During the
current financial year, the
Government of Jamaica received
a grant of US$226,000 through
Japan’s ‘Funds-in-Trust’ for
human resource development,
which is managed by UNESCO
specifically for the fight against
HIV/AIDS in schools.

JICA activities in HIV/AIDS
prevention have focused on a
wide range of activities such as
the following: i

B Educational activitics
regarding prevention in schools
and youth facilities.

B Preparation of teaching
materials and documents for
HIV/AIDS prevention and edu-
cational activities.

M Support for the management
and implementation of various
HIV/AIDS programmes.

B Maintenance of information
regarding organisations support-
ing the fight against HIV/AIDS
and support for information man-
agement of human resources.

B Assistance in local research
and technical guidance for

IN VIEW of the alarming

income support activities to
patients and those affected.

M Provision of a variety of
information to patients and those
infected.

B Promotion of cooperation
and co-ordination between agen-
cies involved. }

ASSISTANCE

The Jamaican Government
requested the assistance of the
Government of Japan in its fight
against HIV/AIDS within the
educational system, The preva-
lence of the epidemic among
young people and children had
started to show unacceptable levels
fostered by problems of poverty
and unemployment which are
fertile breeding grounds for the
epidemic. Alarmingly, the
school-age cohort of persons
below 19 years has recorded a
significant proportion of all cases
since the epidemic was first dis-
covered.

The education sector’s
response to the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic has largely been through
the medium of the Health and
Family Life (HFLE) programme
in schools administered by the
Guidance and Counselling Unit.
Along with other external agen-
cies, there was the concern that
insufficient focus was being
placed on the epidemic. Further,

Breaking the
silence

Dispelling the myths about HIV/AIDS

the epidemic has passed the
stage of being an affliction of
high-risk groups to one affecting
the general population,

Jamaica's National Strategy
Plan (2002-2006) for HIV/AIDS
stressed the need for a multi-sec-
tor response to the crisis and
thus, the importance of the
Ministry of Education. Youth
and Culture (MOEYC) .

The ministry’s response was
the development of a strategic
plan of its own, The plan was an
attempt to address deficiencies in
the approach of the MOEYC in

addressing issues such as the
need for a clear policy direction,
a refocusing in the HFLE cur-
riculum, lack of capacity both in
human resources, strategies and
teaching materials,
Early work by UNICEF and
UNESCO was instrumental in
setting up the institutional frame-
work, policy, plans and early
capacity building for the
MOEYC’s response. The
MOEYC’s plan has sought to
promote and sustain equity in all
aspects of the school programme
and to empower the school com-
munity with the knowledge and
skills to initiate and sustain
healthy relationships and reduce
vulnerability to HIV/AIDS.

STRATEGIC PLAN

In support of the implementa-
tion of the strategic plan, the

MOEYC sought the assistance of
JICA in 2003 through the ser-
vices of the volunteer pro-
gramme in HIV/AIDS. In
September 2003, a JICA two-
person mission sent in response
to the request, designed elements
of a draft strategy built on volun-
teers being placed in the six
regional offices of the Ministry
of Education, Youth and Culture
to support the ministry’s strate-
gic plan for HIV/AIDS.

In March 2004, a full-fledged
mission dispatched from Tokyo
sought to get a first hand experi-
ence of the HIV/AIDS situation
in schools and to report back to
Tokyo. The mission, along with *
the JICA local HIV/AIDS con-
ed a number of

] )ss the six regional
educational divisions.

JICA also mounted a one-day
conferenceof all external agen-

cies, along with staff of the
regional offices, including direc-
tors, and the management of the
MOEYC's Prevention Education
programme - the ministry’s
response programme - to better
understand the contribution of
each agency and to determine
more precisely the specific con-
tribution volunteers could make
to the MOEYC'S programme
and the wider HIV/AIDS pro-
gramme. The intention was also
to determine how best volunteers
could work with the MOH and
MOEYC in the activities in which
they would be involved and how
they would work closely, more
directly and collaboratively with
health promotion specialists
(HPS) and guidance officers
employed by the MOEYC

Please see JAPAN, A8
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UNAIDS(EE&RITAAXTHYSL) http:/unaids.org/en/

MNorth Aimerica

1.4 million
(280 000—2.2 million)

Caribbean

250 000
(190 000—220 000)

Latin America

1.7 million
(1.3—2.5 million)}

Total: 39.5
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Easztern Europe
and Central Asia

1.7 million
(1.2—2.6 million)

Western and
Central Europe
740 000
(580 000—970 000) Ea=t A=ia
750 000
(440 000—1.2 million)
MNorth Africa
and Middle East
4460 000
(270 000-7&0 000)

South and
South-East A=sia

7.8 million
(5.2—12.0 millien)

Sub-Saharan
Africa

24.7 million

(21.8—27.7 million) Oceoania

81 000
(50 000-170 000}

(34.1—47.1) million

r7=baN, yWorld Health
g@ Organization
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. _ Food prepared by Cups, dishes, utensils
Riding a bus or taxi with : ) ! ’ :
someone with HIV/AIDS. Mosquitoes a?\?/somseone with ﬁ\?/(ila\?gssomeone .
AlID :

Being Shaking hands Living, going to school A toilet seat Kissing
sneezed Or  or hygging or playing with someone
coughed with HIV/AIDS
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