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HBPTAs
=Parent - Teacher Associations

B Functions of the PTAs
1 Parents’ cooperation for school education

2 Promotion of mutual understanding
between parents and teachers

3 Workshop for parents and teachers

-1 1

forward parental requests to schools, publication of PTA news

® To hold workshops about education and parenting for parents and teachers; lectures, study tours

\/ Vice president ’ t/\flce president ’

( Training )'\ Publicity 7)(/ Acc(;unting )(K )

(VI-2) Organization of PTAs 2

194

PTAs are organizations comprising
parents {guardians) and teachers. Some
PTAs, however, include families who
have no children

Roles of PTAs include:

(D To obtain cooperation of parents
to maintain positive local educational
environments, and to curry out
educational activities; keeping up
schoolyards, educational volunteer work
(for example story teller sin classes),
collection of bell marks, etc.

@ To inform teachers about parents’
opinions or requests, to inform parents
about school policies and ideas regarding
school activities in order to promote
rutual understanding between parents
and teachers; to hold parent-teacher

meetings in which board meeting officers

There are many committees and
persons involved in Parent — Teacher
Associations (PTAs). PTA Presidents
are representative of and responsible
for the PTAs, and are usually elected
from among students’ parents. PTA Vice
presidents are elected from teachers, and
in many cases, fromvice- principals. PTA
Vice presidents also may be cormposed of
two people: one is a teacher, the other is
a parent. The PTA vice presidents assist
the presidents. PTAs are divided into
cornmittees such as workshop, publicity
and accounting committees. Cormmittees
for each grade and class are also formed
in the associations and function as
individual PTAs for grades or classes.
(School management duties —VvI— 19)



The National PTA
Council
-

The Block's Council
(8 organizations)
1
The Prefectural or Ordinance-designed
City's PTA Council (60 organizations)

]
The County's or City's PTA Council

PTA per school
(approximately 34,000 organizations)

(VI-3) The national organization of the PTA 3

secondary schools, there are similar activities.

(VI-4) Activity of a PTA (Parent Teacher Association) Seplernber 2004 £
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A single Parent-Teacher Association
{PTA) is established per school, and
PTAs are also set up at national, block,
prefectural, and local levels. The
national PTA organization provides
training and conducts public relations.
The National PTA Council, as a PTA
organization for elementary schools
and lower secondary schools, holds
national conferences and workshops,
publishes journals and case studies,
conducts youth civilizing projects, and
commends excellent PTAs and people
for distinctive merits. This is designed
to promote a combination of school
education, social education and home
education to promote sound youth
development and to improve welfare,

In the National PTA Council of upper

Picture : shows volunteer work
organized as a cooperative activity for
schools by PTAs. It includes cleaning-
up a playground and school buildings
and helping to maintain facilities. By
engaging in work in a cooperative
manner, positive effects include
deepening of mutual understanding
and friendship between parents and

teachers. Septernber 2004



(VI-5)

196

December 2003 5

September 2004 6

Road safety guard duties by a PTA

(D Representatives of the PTA inspect
dangerous areas near a school.
@ They report dangerous areas after
their inspection and information attained
by police officers.

(® They make a dangerous zone rmap that
will be given to each student’s family.



(VI-7) Lecture meeting & training trip

@ Start from the lower secondary school. June 2005

(D :A lecture meeting about safety
measures is held in an elementary
school room. The lecturer is an
university professor invited as
an expert on this subject. Lecture
meetings are managed by the PTA, and
school teachers do not get involved.
Elernentary school, October 2004

@ @ @ :shows a study trip that
parents and teachers go on together.
They visit schools, education facilities
and cultural facilities by chartering
a bus. In addition to training on
educational problems and cultural
education, such joint trips help to
promote cormmunication and mutual
understanding between parents and
teachers as well as to deepen their

friendship.

(® Parents are listening to an explanation about a recycling system and watching automatic machines in a beer factory. June 2005

@ Parents are listening to explanations on how to taste dairy products. The principle participates in this study trip. June 2005

Visits to Children’s Homes

M Visits to children’s homes

=to visit children's homes and talk with their parents

1 Regular visits to all children's homes
Normally, home-room teachers visit all homes
of children in their class at the beginning of the

academic year.

2 Special visits to children's homes

Home-room teachers visit particular homes
when they need to talk with children’s parents about a

certain matter.

(VI-8)
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Horme-room teachers regularly visit
their students” homes and talk with
their parents around the beginning of
the school year.

In addition to regular visits, horne-
room teachers, guidance teachers and
chief teachers also visit students’ homes
whenever they think it is necessary,
for example, when students have a
long-term absence, have troubles
or accidents at school and have
behavioral problems. In these special
cases, it is important for teachers to
have a common understanding about
students’ problems with their parents,
to understand the desires of the parents
and to relay the principles and views of

the school to the parents.



Visits to Children’s Homes

B Aims of Visits to Children’s Homes

1. To understand students’ family
and community environments

2. To understand students’ roles in their
families and communities

3. To ascertain parents' educational needs
about their children

4. To communicate teacher's or school's
educational philosophy to parents

(n-9) 9

Visits to Children’s Homes

FRITERAREDERANES

ammn | 14,0010 85

(VI-10) Calendar of visits to children’s homes 1 0
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Visits to students” homes by teachers
have four aims: (D to understand
students’ family and community
environments, @ to understand students’
roles in their families and cormmmnities,
® to ascertain parents’ educational needs
for their children and @ to communicate
teachers’ or schools” educational
philosophy to parents.

(Visits to children’s homes = ¥V — 31 +

32)

During the one to two week
period when home-room teachers visit
students’ homes to provide guidance
at the beginning of the school year,
school hours are shortened and club
activities are canceled. It is cormmon for
teachers to visit a few hormes per day
in their free time after school. Teachers
contact parents and schedule their visit
in advance. Teachers also consider the
geographical efficiency when visiting
students’ hornes.

(D Plan for visits to children’s homes
@ Schedule of visits to children’s homes



Visits to Children’s Homes

April 2005

11

Open Class Days

H Open class days
= Visits to classes by parents and people who live in the
school vicinity

1 In general
Parents visit specific classes on specific days.
Grade meetings and class meetings can be held
after visits to classes.
2 Others
*The period of class visits: for example, one
week is set and parents are free to visit during
that period.
-Open days are set on holidays for parents who find it
hard to visit classes during weekdays.
-Classrooms are opened not only to parents but also to

people who live in the school vicinity.
(u-12) 12
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On their visits to students” homes,
it is important for home-room teachers
to exchange frank opinions with the
parents, It is also important not only to
ask them about their children’s roles
at home and in the community, to
solicit parents’ requests, and to convey
teachers’ thoughts and views clearly, but
also to actually observe the atrosphere
in students’ homes and communities,
and to learn their characteristics. In
situations where students’ families
give a special and excessive reception,
teachers rmust refuse it politely. April
2008
(D depart from school
@ (3 house of a student

@ go to next student’s house

The practice of holding open
class days is very important to create
an open school atmosphere. Parents
are very interested in how their own
children are doing in class. It is not
only a stirmulus for teachers to improve
classes, but also a good opportunity
for the school to help parents learn
about and understand the educational
objectives of a school.

In recent years, schools have
expanded the periods of visit s to
classes by students’ parents and have
also allowed people who live in the
school district to visit classes. The visit
to a class helps parents and residents
in school district sto understand and

cooperate with their schools.



Open Class Days

B Aims of open class day
1 Parents can learn about their children’'s
life at school and other children in the class
2 Mutual understanding between parents and
teachers is promoted
B Necessity of risk management
It is necessary to be careful about risk

management during open class periods
because many outside people come to visit schools.

(u-19) 13

Open Class Days

Period 1 Class Visits
Period 2 Class Visits

(in many cases, children go back home after period 2)

Period 3 PTA conferences or Grade meetings
Period 4 Class meetings

(VI-14) Example of class open day schedule 1 4

The aims of open class days are to
inform parents about their children’s life
at school and other children in the class,
and to promote mutual understanding
and cooperation between parents and
teachers.

It is important to prepare crisis
management on an open class day
because the presence of marny visitors at
schools. Therefore, to prevent problems
from happening, schools are required to
check visitors by asking them to write
their names and to wear a badge to

show that they are visitors.

Open class days for students’
parents are mostly held once a term
at schools. The schools are required
to inform the parents of the schedule
including subjects being taught on open
class day beforehand, including events
such as PTA conferences, grade meetings
and class meetings which may be held on
the sarme day.

When schools hold open class days
in which visitors are expected to visit
the schools for a certain period of time,
schools need to announce open class
day objectives and the way to undertake
visits widely in and outside the school.
When classes are open to local people,
the school should provide information
on the time schedule of classes and the
content of subjects being taught in each
class for visitors through newsletters or
website,

On open class days, it is very

crucial to strengthen safety controls by checking visitors at the school entrance and by patrolling on school premises in order to prevent potentially

dangerous people from sneaking into the schools.

Moreover, It is also important to receive feedback from visitors in order to improve classes and the school in the future.

200



(VI-185)

(5th grade)

open class days.

Parent-Teacher Meetings

B Forms of Parent-Teacher Meetings

1 Meetings of a grade -- parents of students from a single
grade to talk informally with teachers of the grade

2 Meetings of a class — parents of students of a single class talk
informally with a home-room teacher

* Meetings of a grade and of a class are usually combined

and done in on a single day

3 Individual meetings (consultation) — a parent of a student
talks informally with the home-room teacher (sometimes the
meetings consist of three people, including the student)

*There are two cases for individual meetings: one is
intended for parents of all students of a class and
planned beforehand, and the other is intended for parents
of specific students who need special guidance and is
done separately.

16

(VI-16)

them in advance.
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Students’ parents observe classes
or participate in study activities with
their students and teachers on open
class days. In the former case, parents
generally stand and observe a class
from the rear of a classroom If there
are many students and inadequate
space in a classroom, open spaces are
created for parents.

Parental silence is important for
classes to proceed so as not to be
interrupted or disrupted by parents
taking pictures of their children, or
recording classes with video carneras or
by private chatting,

Meanwhile, it is useful for teachers
to prepare name lists for parents to
check so that homneroom teachers can

find which parents are present during

Parent-Teacher Meetings provide an
opportunity for a teacher and parents to
consult directly at school. Teachers may
have a meeting with parents of students
of whole classes or of whole grades.
They may also hold meetings with
individual parents (individual meetings),
or with individual students and their
parents (3-person consultation).
Individual meetings and a 3-person
consultation are planned beforehand,
or may be held when parents are called
to schools, Meetings involving whole
grades and classes are usually held
during open class days. For pre-planned
meetings involving individuals /
3-person meetings, teachers clarify the

objectives of the meetings and schedule



Parent-Teacher Meetings

M Purpose of Parent-Teacher Meetings

1 To explain school educational policies to
parents by teachers

2 To convey parents’ desires to teachers
3 Todiscuss problems concerning grades and classes

4 To discuss educational problems and the future of
individual children (in case of individual meetings)

5 To promote understanding and friendship between
teachers and parents and among parents

(VI-17) 17

and help to facilitate efforts by the schools to respond to the desires of children and their parents.

Parent-Teacher Meetings

\
(VI-18) Parent-Teacher Meeting (Parents of 5t grade) ~ Feduary 2004 1 8

202

At parent-teaching meetings, while
teachers explain school educational
policies to parents, students’ parents
inform leaders, guardians and teachers
of their desires. Teachers may discuss
problems in grades and classes and
school educational problems, and
exchange information about these
problems. By staging parent-teacher
meetings, mutual understanding and
friendship can be promoted between
teachers and the parents, and between
parents.

At individual meetings, students’
educational problems and futures are
discussed individually and mutual
understanding is built. For example,
home-room teachers explain specifically

about individual student achievernents

A parent-teacher meeting is held on
a class open day after parents’ wvisit to a
class



Report Cards

HWhat are report cards ?

1 An official document from schools to parents
on which students' class performance and
attitudes are reviewed.
2 Generally, it is handed by students to their
parents at the end of school terms.

B Objectives of report cards

1 To promote parental understanding of their
children's studies and school life

2 To improve parental interest in their
children’s education

_— To rouse a student's zest for studying 19

Report Cards

[ Evaluation |

Subject Points of evaluation

| Firstterm | [Secondterm | [ Third term |

l Interest and will to social phenomena I
| Thinking and judgment from the social point I
| Techniques of utilization of materials I

| Knowledge and understanding of I
social phenomena

The evaluation of each subject consists of four areas: " Interest-Attitude-will", "Thinking-
Judgment", "Technigue-Expression”, and "Knowledge-Understanding”. Each area is evaluated: A
(very good), B (good) and C (poor)

pr— — — e

Arithmetic

HijEEn
HijE{EN

(VI-20) Record of studying in the report card 20
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Report cards are documents of
individual student achievement score
and class attitudes made by the school
for parents. 1 They are prepared
based on standard guidelines such as
students’ attendance records, guidance
courses and performance results. There
is no fixed format in writing a report
card. Some schools use their own
formats, and others follow regionally
fixed formats.

Some schools in Japan have no
report cards. Instead, opportunities are
provided for home-room teachers to
explain individual student achieverments
and attitudes to parents by holding
individual meetings at the end of each
school term.

(Bvaluation of students —IV — 25)

On a report card, (D Evaluations of
each subject taken, @ Reports about
the period of integrated study are also
written. The evaluations of each subject

are absolute evaluations.



Report cards A life record includes children's

behavior and attitude at school, records

of special activities, attendance, and
Content

comprehensive evaluations. Report cards

Fundamental daily manner
are prepared by home-room teachers,

Progress in health and physical strength approved by a principals, and handed

over to individual students. Parents seal
Independency and autonomy

the report cards after checking them

Responsibility

Consideration and cooperation

Respect and nature protection

Volunteer wark and service

HEEHEE EEEHE
o | o ]|
OoooOoOOoOl

[ |
| Creative idea I

Justice and equity

(VI-21) Life records 21

Report Cards Students and their parents tend

to be concerned about superficial
evaluations of students written on report
cards. There is always a need to respond
to point out strengths and progress of
individual students, indicating areas
and leeway for improvernents. It is also
important to inform parents about the
intent of the report cards and how to
read thermn

This school shows student’s
evaluations occurring O in the first and
second grades, and at levels of 1, 2, 3
from the third grade.

(VI-22) Report Cards (the 3rd Grade) sy 2004 DD
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Communication Notebooks between Teachers & Parents

Communication Notebooks

Communication notebooks occur between
schools and homes. Some schools use them as
“‘communication notebooks,” but general
notebooks or communication spaces within
student notebooks are used as well.

Teachers or students write down comments
and bring them back home, where parents check
them. Parents may write down comments when
needed and class teachers will checks these.

23

(VI-23)

Cormrmunication notebooks between
teachers and parents are designed to
smoothen two-way communication
between schools and students’
homes. They are used especially for
lower grades in elementary schools.
Students themselves transcribe daily
notes in their notebooks based on
what their home-room teachers write
on blackboard for students to copy.
At the beginning of the 1st grade
when students cannot write letters,
they paste a piece of paper with
tomorrow’s schedule written down
on a communication notebook. For
comments for individual students,
teachers will write them down on the
notebooks directly. Later at home,

parents check the notebooks, sign thern,

and then write down requests or messages to the teachers.* When students go to school the next day, the home-room teachers checks the comments

in their notebooks.

Communication Notebooks between Teachers & Parents

HEWhat to write in a communication notebook ?

1. From school to home
(1) Tomorrow's schedule 7 announcement for a whole class
(2) School behavior of students
(3 Requests for parents
* For lower grades at some elementary schools,
parents check and sign the notebooks daily

2. From home to school
(1) Special requests (for example, when a parent wants a
home-room teacher to let their child be absent from a
physical education class because hefshe is not feeling well)
(2 Opinions relayed to home-room teachers or to schools
* Home-room teachers checks them, make comments
when needed and signs them.

24

(VI—-24)
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Communication Notebooks between Teachers & Parents Thiese ix aot  dxed modeliof
s 4 a communication notebook system

between teachers and parents. Notebooks

are sold as communication notebooks

and they have columns to put down a

date, content, and a signature.

(D 6th grade, Decerrber 2003

@ 6th grade, January 2005

® 2nd grade, December 2003

@ 3rd grade, January 2005

(n-25) 25

Communication Notebooks between Teachers & Parents During “meeting” hours, students

copy notes given by teachers on their
“commmunication notebooks.” At home,
they check the notes and ask their
parents to write return notes to the
teachers and schools.

In this elementary school, students
either paste notes printed on their

notebook, or write themin

(VI-26) (2nd grade) A 26
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School Newsletters, Grade Newsletters, Class Newsletters

B School Newsletters, Grade Newsletters, Class
Newsletters
=Schools publish printings of various information
and publicity to children's homes and the
communities.

HMPurpose

1. To explain school principles and to promote understanding
of them by parents and people of the community.

2. To convey the desires of schools to parents

and local communities.

3. To inform the dates of school events, etc.

4. To provide information on schools and children's school
lives.

5. To enlighten the parents and communities

(VI-27 apout school education. 27

School Newsletters, Grade Newsletters, Class Newsletters

Kind Responsibility Contents

School letter  Principal or vice-Principal e.g. principle of schools, school events plan
and requests of school

Grade letter Chief of grade e.g. principle and request of grade, grade events
plan and situation of grade

Class letter Home-room teacher e.g. principle and request of classes, situation of
classes and children's works

Health letter Nurse teacher e.g. principles of schools health and transmission
requests and special knowledge about
health

School lunch letter  Expertin nutrition  e.g. menus of school lunch and transmission
of requests and special knowledge about

nutrition

Office work letter  Office work staff e.g. communication of office work procedures
and situations of children from the view of
office wiork staff

PTA letter PTA court e.g. principle of PTA, events plannes and activity of

report

( VI— 2%l depends on school about which letters are published. Letters are periodically published usually2 8
hut nrcasinnalleireoilarh nuklished

207

Schools regularly publish several
different kinds of newsletters for
students’ parents (per term, monthly,
or weekly) by using word processors
or hand-writing, After newsletters
are complete, they are handed out by
students. They are useful in informing
parents of school plans, policies and
various activities, and help parents to
understand school policies and activities

and to cooperate with the schools.

Newsletters are published at
rmultiple levels such as schools, grades
and classes and at offices such as
nurseries, school lunch area and
administrative offices. The publication
of newsletters depends on individual
schools. School letters are distributed
to all students’ hornes, and occasionally
are circulated among homes, or posted
on bulletin boards inside the school

prermises.



School Newsletters, Grade Newsletters, Class Newsletters (D School newsletter: school eventsiand

contents of curriculum are reported.
Septernber 2004

@ School newsletter: school events and
contents of curriculum are reported.

Noverrber 2004

@

November 2004

July 2004
(VI-29) School letters 29

School Newsletters, Grade Newsletters, Class Newsletters Grade newsletter: Newsletter of each

grade has a distinct title.

(D 1st grade = Friends

@ 2nd grade = The sun

® 3rd grade = Shaking hands
@ 4th grade = Power up

(® 5th grade = Scrum

® 6th grade = Harmony

1st grade, Dec, 2003 2nd grade, Dec, 2003 3rd grade, Dec, 2003

4th grade, Dec, 2003 5th grade, Dec, 2003 6th grade, Dec, 2003

(VI-30) Grade newsletters 30 ‘
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School Newsletters, Grade Newsletters, Class Newsletters (@ School news

@ Grade news
3 School health news

@ School-lunch news

3 grade, July 2004

(VI-31) Alternative types of newsletters 31

School Newsletters, Grade Newsletters, Class Newsletters
(D School-lunch news, October 2003

PASRY S oo @ School-lunch news, October 2004
@ School health news, Novernber 2003
@ School health news, Noverrnber 2003
(® PTA news, July 2004

® PTA news, May 2004

(VI-32) Alternative types of newsletters 32
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School Home Pages

B Objectives of the School Home Pages

1. Dispatch of information from schools to homes, communities
and society

2. Networking through linkages

3. Conveyance of opinions, requests, and information by mail

B What information should be inserted in the school home pages?
1. Basic school information— location, number of students, classes
and educational personnel
2. School educational objectives, management policy and
characteristics
3. Objectives and policies of each grade and class, and actual
educational activities
4. Plans of school events and their results
5. Activities of student councils and PTAs
5]

. Linkages— educational sites for use by students, and adjacent schools

and administrations
XKThere is a need to consider student privacy when their pictures are inserted.

(VI-33)

School Home Pages
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(VI-34)
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An expanding number of schools
now set up their own home pages on
websites. Home pages are an effective
way not only to contact parents, but
also to handle school accountability
functions, to develop communication
networks through linkages and to get
information through e-mails,

On school horme pages schools insert
school summary data, characteristics,
plans, and actual individual school

activities,

This is an exarmple of an elementary
school’s homepage. It is important to
organize information appropriately
and to present it so that it can be read
easily. It also is necessary to update the
information daily.



Human Resources of Communities

B Utilizing human resources of communities

= Obtaining cooperation between people within communities in
educational activities of schools. There are school volunteers and
part-time teachers without teacher certificates.

B School volunteers
1. Support of study
2. Discussing own experiences, guidance of traditional and
cultural activities
3. Interchanges with students (the aged, disabled people etc.)
4. Arrangement of school environments
5. Ensuring security inside and outside of schools

M Part-time teachers without teacher certificates
= Persons who do not have teacher certificates take

charge of portions of classes as part-time teachers

(u-s8) 35

Human Resources of Communities

Local people-

parents

ban!
established by schoo| or autonomy.

Dispatch

(VI-36) Bank of human resources and school volunteers 36
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Utilizing adults’ extensive
experiences and excellent knowledge
and techniques is an effective way
to diversify school education, to
nurture social and work attitudes and
a desirable view of occupation sand
to impart guidance on practical skills.
Such alternative hurman resources are
not only effective in providing guidance
during the period of integrated study,
but also are expected to encourage
changes in awareness by educational
personnel of improvements in
school management. This is done by
introducing new ideas to the school.
Environs.

( The period of integrated study —IV —
64)

In order to mobilize and to use
school volunteers, schools and local
governments promote establishment
of a volunteer bank. Local people
are encouraged to register in the
human resource “banks” as volunteers
to work in individual schools. The
schools request the "banks” to dispatch
volunteers appropriate for selective
tasks when outside help is needed to

help overcome personnel shortages.



H u ma n Reso u rces of Com m u n iti es Part-time teachers lacking teachers’

certificates are eligible to teach a portion

! | Lower Upper I ‘| of subjects under the Law on Certificate
Year ETementary secondary | secondary schO.OI il | Total of Educational Personnel, It is necessa
School handicapped | 24
5.9*199' for schools to report erployrment of such
1989 0 6 0 173 part-time teachers to prefecture Boards
1994 . 239 % 5398 of Education which have the right of
= e = A appointment. Part-time teachers lacking
1995 2 348 2533 35 2918 teacher’s certificates can be put in charge
. ol of class lectures and tests and can
1996 6 442 3,049 40 3537 evaluate results.
1997 515 913 3,563 23 5014
1998 920 1,163 4,153 44 6,280
1999 2,140 1,604 4803 99 8,646
2000 3,711 1874 5,886 136 11,607

(VI-37) Use of system of part-time teachers lacking teachers’ certificates 37

Human Resources of Communities Children can engage in special
«‘\-J-' l : z activities, develop human relationships

and feel that they are a part of the
comrmunity by studying with special part-
time teachers and school volunteers.

A voluntary teacher from an NPO for
environmental protection is explaining
environmental protection system

dynarmnics.
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A volunteer is telling foreign fairy

Human Resources of Communities

N tales to students.

\

(vi-gay  Storyteling (the period of integrated study, 6th grade, November 2004) 39

Work Experiences _ _ ,
Working experiences of students

concerns hands-on work experiences

HEWork experiences in public organizations or companies.

= ! It is carried out as a part of student
Students' actual work

experiences in public organizations or careRpEAlancErinle perodion

o integrated study. It is designed not
companies, etc. '

only to promote understanding of an
: x 3 2 occupation through hands-on work
B Objectives of working experiences

experience, but also through examining

the occupation to better understand it.

1. Cultivation of a desirable view of Work experiences help develop positive
OCCUpationS and work views of occupations and work as well

as to better identify student’s aptitudes

2. Promote understanding of individual occupations

and determine appropriate courses and
3. Realization of students’ aptitudes Fasecrpaths] Covperativertelanion:

with organizations and companies
40 st be established in order to better

operationalize work opportunities.

(VI-40)

(The special activities =V — 49) ( The period of integrated study —IV — 64 - 65)
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Work Experiences

Duration of practice

Work Experiences

|

Grade
1Day 2Days 3Days 4Days 5Days 6 Days
O L 1,302 (1373)| 335 (262) 400 (308) 28 (21) 12 (1) 15 (17)
Grade
% | 621 (68.9) | 180 (132) | 194 (155 12 (1.1) 06 (05 0.7 (08)
ong |5CHP0l| 3173 (3408)| 1943 (1474)| 1468 (1,140)| 225 (189) | 753 (683) 53 (58)
Grade
% | 417 @92) | 255 (213) | 193 (164) | 30 27) 9.9 (96) 0.7 (08)
arg |SoMool| 1043 (1112)] 616 (406) 279 (191) 49 (38) 33 (12) 37 (23)
Grade
% | 533 (623) | 264 (229) | 143 (107) 25 (2.1) 7 (07) 18 (13)
School| 5,518 (5,893)| 2794 (2,144)| 2,155 (1639)| 300 (248) | 798 (636) | 105 (96)
Total
% | 473 (850) | 239 (200) | 185 (153) | 28 23 | 68 (64) 038 (09)
* Duration of practice indicate the duration of actually experience-based activity at enterprises or
offices and does not include the time {periods) of guidance before and after the actual practice
(VI=41) Situation of work practice at lower secondary schools 41

. Type of involvement

Rank ameng standard curriculum = vp,_” T

. Compulsory Voluntary
o |Sched) 0004 (2689) | 1980 (2666) 51 (43)

As special activity

% 225 (322) 978 (99.1) 25 (16)
In period of integrated | Schod [ 6645 (4,992) 6394 (4,823) 302 (331)
dtudy % | 740 (599) 9.2 (9656) 45 (68)

) Schod | 172 (196) 154 (187) 19 (34)

In subject
% 9 (23) 895 (954) 110 (173)
Schaal

Diinglafiecdion ool [ 1,071 (1,209) 931 (1,078) 145 (171)
% 119 (145) 869 (892) 135 (14.1)

*hen it applies to more than two of the ranks, all of them count towards the numbers
* It only counts warking experience at offices, and does not count pre- or post guidance

42

(VI-42)

Rank of work experiences among standard curriculums
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Nearly 90% of public lower
secondary schools in Japan provide
opportunities for students to have
work experiences in companies or
organizations. In terms of grades, a
majority of schools offer 2nd graders
options to have hands-on work
experiences, and in terms of duration,
47% of schools allocate one day to
the program. About 10% of schools
provide students with work experiences

extending for four days or more.

In standard Japanese curriculums,
74% of schools offer students work
experiences in “the period of integrated
study.” The rate is much higher than
in any other course periods of school
curriculums. The data show that 23% of
schools offer work experiences as special
activities, while 12% of schools don’t
introduce themn in standard curriculums
but rather offer them during long
vacations. In principle, most schools let
all students in their grades participate.

— http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/
shingi/chukyo/chukyo3/siryo/005/030
71801/010/007/009.pdf



Work Experiences

[~ N ;
2nd grade of low

(VI-43)

Community Learning

1. Learning subjects about nature, culture, industry
and history in communities

2. Itis given in the class on life skills, social studies
and the period of integrated study.

3. Intention of Community learning

(1)To deepen understanding about the communities
where schools are |located:;

(2To cultivate attachment to the communities where
schools are |ocated;

(3To deepen understanding about society through
the communities where schools are located

(VI-44)

er secondary schaol students, Noverber 2004 4 3

Cooperation between enterprises
and their staff is indispensable. Pre-
instruction is provided to students, and
after their working experience, students
are required to submit reports to their
schools.

(D Kindergarten
@ Bookstore

3 Post office
@ Bakery

It is repeatedly said that school
curriculums should be relevant to the
actual conditions and characteristics of
cormmunities as evidenced by the new
Curriculum Council and the new Course
of Study. Specifically, during the period
of integrated study, schools are required
to make use of the characteristics,
resources and educational functions
of communities in such aspects as
(1) learning subjects relevant to the
characteristics of communities; (2)
promoting experiences in society such
as experience of nature, and volunteer
and learning activities such as field
trips and field studies; (3} integrating

guidance systemns in cooperation with

cormmunity mermbers and (4) actively using teaching rmaterials about local comrmunities and learning environments.

It is premised that school staff understand the actual conditions of comrmunities where schools are located and they reside, and that they

can explain such characteristics through organization of school curriculums relevant to the actual conditions and characteristics of comrmnities.

Schools are also required to solicit inforrmation about local natural environments, social environments, facilities and talent in the local comrmunities as

well as the everyday life of children. It is possible to make use of Local Education Liaison Councils to get such information
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Community Learning

The Objectives of Social Studies in the Course of Study of Elementary Schools
{The 3 and 4™ grades)

{(1)To understand local industries, life situations and other
activities to help people live healthily and safely.

(2)To understand local geographic environments, changes in
people's living and ancestor's accomplishments in the
development of the community so that students develop
pride and affection for their communities.

(3)To observe and survey social phenomena in

communities, to utilize concrete materials such as maps
and to develop student abilities to understand the
characteristics and dynamics of the community's social
phenomena and their inter-relationships.

(VI-45) 45

Community Learning

Natural Environment / Objectives
Public Facilities /
Transportation of a region - Understanding of

the community
Industry of a region and

People concerned -Awareness as a

member of the

- T community
Securing Drinking Water /

*Pride and love for
the community

Elactricity / Gas
Disposal of Waste

+Use of materials
and expression

- Ability to think about
the community

Means / Organs / People
To maintain security /
safety

Visit Tour / Research
¥
Summarize 7 Expression
L4

People's lives
\Works and Efforts of
ascendants

(VI-46) Social studies at elementary schools’ grades 3 and 4 46
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In 3rd and 4th grade Social Studies,
the main focus of courses is on local
cormrmnities. It is an extension of “life
skills” in the 1st and 2nd grades and
becomes the basis for Social Studies in
the 5th and 6th grades. Sometimes, this
local focus is incorporated within the

period of integrated study.

In social studies, the 3rd and 4th
graders in elementary school come
mainly to learn about their comrmnities.
This further develops what students have
learned in the class of life skills in grades
1 and 2, as well as lays the foundation
for what they will learn in social studies
classes later on. Social studies classes are
sormetimes coordinated with the period
of integrated study.

Social studies classes in grades 3
and 4, attemnpt to get students to observe
and research rural natural environs,
social environments, industries, security
institutions, and regular lives and then to

arrange their findings for presentation,



Comrmunity learning is a practical

Community Learning

- type of study in which students venture
out into their local communities and
do research on them. Cooperation
with mermbers of local communities
is necessary. At the beginning of the
activity of learning about charcoal
burns, local residents teach the students
how to make a kiln and ways to make

charcoal

School Councilor System _ _
The school councilor system in

ESchool councilor system Japan is outlined in Article 23, 3 of the

= A system under which parents and people in a enforcement-regulations ofsthe School
community participate in school management Education Law. School councilors
are commissioned by the boards of

1. Method of appointment: the board of education by eiiseationbasel-onresommeniitionsiot

recommendation of a principal

school principal,s and are chosen among

those who have an understanding and

2. Role: to give opinions on school management at the
request of a principal

views on education, but excluding

school staff. School councilors provide

3. Aims opinions on school management at the
1) To ascertain intentions / opinions of parents and request of principals. This is a system
members of communities designed to solicit and to reflect

2) To gain cooperation from parents and community
members in school education
3) To fulfill school accountability requirements

opinions from parents and comrunity
merrbers regarding school management

in cooperation with local comrmunities

under the suidance of school principals,
(M-a8) 48 ; i
while at the same time encouraging

participation by knowledgeable outsiders.
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School Councilor System

School fyes pﬁzﬂ? EL,?;;"S ' Constituted Considering
Number Number ) Number (%

Kindergarten 5,682 495 (8.7 2,014 (35.4)
Primary 23,260 11,665 (50.2) 7,404 (31.8)
Lower secondary 10,351 5,372 (51.9) 3,306 (31.9)
Upper secondary 4,136 2,706 (65.4) 719 (17.4)
Six-year secondary| 2 1 (50.0) 0 0o
For handicapped 931 612 (65.7) 127 (13.6)
Total 44,362 20,851 (47.0) 13,570 (30.6)

(VI-49)

At August 1, 2002

The number of public schools which constituted school counselor 49

In 2002, among schools established
by prefectures and designated cites, the
nurnber of schools which had introduced
school counselors {including similar
systerm) is 56 (94.9%), and the number
of schools which considered constituting
such systemis 3 (5.1%). Among schools
established by municipalities excluding
designated cities, the nurnber of schools
which have installed a school councilor
systern is 1,690 (51.7%) [last research:
697 schools (21.2%))], and the number of
schools which considered a constituting
such systemis 1120 (34.3%).

When we see the changes in
the numbers and proportions of local
governments which have constituted
school counselor systems, the nurmbers

and proportions are rising steadily in

prefectures, designated cities and runicipalities. In rmunicipalities, the mumbers and proportions have more than doubled (697 (21.1%) to 1,690

{51.7%)) between April, 2001 and August, 2002.

The nurber of public schools that have constituted school counselor systems (including similar systern) is 20,851 (47.0%) while the

nurrber of public schools which have considered constituting such systers is 13,570 (30.6%). To compare the proportions of each kind of school,

they about 50% at elementary schools and lower secondary schools and about 65% at upper secondary schools, and schools for the blind, deaf and

handicapped children, while these proportions are less than 10% at kindergartens.

(VI-50)

School Councilor System

Parents and
The rest

quardians
: 15.0% 78.2%
Alumn_l (14,272) = (77, 36;)
association '
concerned
5.2%
(4,962)

Self-government

Business concerned \ Total body concerned
6.9% 95, 142 15.2%
(5,950) persons (74,485)
I;x(t)e;?/te Association of social
X 0 .
(10,125 education concerned
15.2%
Facilities and association of (74,443)
social welfare concerned
74.2%
(13,544)
Personnel composition of school counselors 50
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(School councilor — I — 59)

In the 2002 academic year, the
nurber of school counselors in Japan
was 95,142 (the ratio of men and women
was seven to three), and most schools
have four to six school counselors per
school (61.9%). The kinds of school
counselor occupations are: parents
and guardians (18.2%), concerned
communities (15.2%), concerned
associations of social education {15.2%),
facilities and concerned associations of
social welfare {14.2%) and concerned
people of experience and having an
academic standing (10.6%). The terms
for counselors typically are*within one
year, until the end of the academic year”
(95.7%).



School Councilor System

Opening Schools to the Public

HOpening schools to the public
=QOpening schools' human resources and
facilities for community activities

HEMethods of opening schools to the public

1. Opening gyms or playgrounds
2. Utilizing libraries, special rooms, vacant
rooms
3. Holding public lectures
4, Dispatching teachers to provide social
education

(VI-52)

by educational personnel to the cormrmunities.

92

A lot of schools conduct meetings
with school councilors once a semester.
Schools explain educational activities,
and sometimes a theme, and then
exchange opinions with councilors. In
some schools, principals do not hold
meetings, but seek councilors’ opinion

individually.

Opening a school to the public
means that schools serve as a
stronghold for the community by
opening up resources and educational
functions. The report of the Central
Council for Education in July 1996
says “schools need to work on various
activities as a stronghold of the
comrmunity, for instance, by opening
school facilities to local children
and adults and by actively providing
learning opportunities.” Meanwhile,
the report of the Council for Life
Long Learning in April 1996 says it is
necessary for a school to contribute
to the comrmunity to which it belongs.
This means further extension of school

facilities and facilitating contributions

Schools now open open playgrounds and gyms for local gymnastic activities after school or on holiday. Recently, open schools have been

promoted by making available vacant classrooms, reorganizing school facilities and utilization of school premises for public lectures.

(Complex facilities >VI— 57 + 58)
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Opening Schools to the Public

Mumber of vacant rooms

Number of new
vacant rooms

Unit: Number of classrooms

Number of vacant

rooms used . Nurnber of vacant roams on

on May 1, 1993 (1993~2001) {1993~2001) May 1, 2002
50, 340 70, 173 118, 205
(Rate of use 4, 2308
120, 518 96.4%)
Number of Nurnber of vacant rooms used
vacant rooms -
(1993~2001) Use for school . Use for other than school facilities
facilities -
Schaool Storage  Child welfare  Social others
education office welfare
facilities office
120.513 116.205 113253 2,952 816 324 1.081 136 595
(VI-53) Open of vacant rooms 53

Opening Schools to the Public

CRET e F't_arusal a_nd Perusal only Lending only Others
. " people lending available
Classification : h - :
Number : F ge | Number Nurmber ; P Number ; Percentage | Number ; Percentage
Primary 2,094 91! 1,263 55; 483 23 136 06F 346 18
Lower secondary 587 5.7 a70 36 105 1.0 43 0.4 82 0.8
Upper secondary | 208 52: 124 3.1 31 08 26 086 27 0.7
School for the i _ i 5 N
blind 18 10 0 3 8
School for the 12 > g » 0 . 0 |l 4 -
deaf
Schopl for the 71 2 49 s 10 g g A 1 N
handicapped
Total 2,990 76 1,817 46 629 16; 216 0.5; 478 172
(VI-54) Patterns of utilization of open school IibrarM
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This shows the number of vacant
classrooms which have accompanied
the decrease in the number of students
in Japan. The vacant rooms have been
converted into social education facilities,
child welfare facilities and social welfare

facilities.

School libraries have also gradually

becormne open to the public.



Opening Schools to the Public

(VI-55) Student Clubs (Elementary students, April 2005) Spni200s 55

3, until 5pm after school. The students’ club is run by a city, with 2 staffs arranged.

School Complex Facilities

B School complex facilities
= Facilities within school compounds utilized for
social education, culture and welfare

M Intention of School Complex Facilities
= Expansion of functions through cooperation
between schools and other facilities

1. To make use of other facilities in school education

2. To make use of school facilities in social education
activities

3. To facilitate cooperation between schools and other
facilities

(u-s8) 56

The most common school facilities
in the open school program for public
use are playgrounds and gymnasiums.
They are used for social gymnastics,
cormrmnity events and boys sport club
activities. It is necessary for school
to provide application procedures
for users, and make rules clarifying
responsibilities for cleaning up after
the facilities have been for overall
management.

(D @ Using classrooms as places for
students’ clubs

® Some students are playing in
playground

@ Parents come to pick up their
children

* This students’ club takes care of

registered students of grades 1, 2, and

School complex facilities encompass
educational facilities such as school
buildings, community centers and
libraries. In March 1991, MEXT
issued an ordinance about planning,
designing and managerment of facilities
in school complexes for the prefectural
Boards of Education. According to the
ordinance, school facility complexes
mean that "educational facilities such
as school facilities, social education
facilities, cultural facilities, and sports
facilities within one building or
premises are institutionalized so as to
be inter-linked and interactive.” The
aims are {1) ground maintenance of

a comprehensive lifelong learning

cormrmunity and (2) quality improvements in school environments to facilitate educational uses. At the planning level, facilities that can be inter-linked

to unify space are designed to help improve the local learning environment , and are organized and arranged in a way that promotes positive learning

environments for students and community mermbers. In October 1997, “Plan and Building of Complex and High-size School Facilities™ points out that

“it should be built to ensure a high quality of learning environment and safety, and be easily utilized as public facilities, and to be planned in a way to

promote interactions between older people and students at these educational complex facilities.
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School Complex Facilities

(VI-58)

Compounding between lower se

—_—

condry school and old people’s home

222

This is a facility located between an
elementary school and a citizen’s public
hall {(kominkan) and the city library. It is
possible to use the library and the hall
for educational and school activities, It is
also easy for citizen’s public hall users to
use vacant classrooms in local schools.
In this school, the teacher’s room is
next to a city library and separated
from the corridor with a counter. It can
be said that this school is open to the
cormmmunity.

(D Left side: elementary school, Right
side: library and citizen’s public hall

@ Library

(® Teachers’ roomand library

@ Door dividing elementary school and

common space

This example is of an institution
in the compound of a lower secondary
school and a welfare facility {special
nursing old people’s home). The lower
secondary school makes use of the
facility during the period of integrated
study, and special activities. Students can
also interact with users of the facilities,
(D The building of a lower secondary
school and old people’s home.

@ @ Lower secondary school students
and adults get together.

@ The lower secondary school opens its
gymnasium to corrmunity.

(® Gymnasium and the entrance of a

lower secondary school.



Kodomo-kai (Children’s Gathering)

B Kodomo-kai (Children’s Gatherings)
1. Juvenile organizations which aim to civilize local

children

2. Federations of Kodomo-kai in @ municipality and

a prefecture

3. The National Federation of Kodomo-kai as a

nation wide

organization

B Kodomo-kai’s activities
1. Recreation
2. Voluntary works
3. Leadership workshops

(VI-59)

Kodomo-kai activities,

@ publish materials and do research to promote Kodomo-kai activities,

(8 cooperate with related organizations to fully promote Kodomo-kai activities,

® serve as a safety branch of Kodomo-kai activities.

Kodomo-kai (Children’s Gathering)

(VI-60)

Year

1990
1991
1993
1995
1996
1999
2000

Number of Kodomo-kai

148,131
144,879
140,842
142,227
135,568
132,658
127,935

Number of Members

1,526,558
6,960,870
6,088,378
5512472
5,286,808
4,820,478
4,524,591

Children of elementary and
lower secondary schools

Number of Kodomo-kai (Childrens’ Gatherings) and number of members
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29

60

“Kodomo-kai” is a juvenile
organization designed to civilize local
children, and it encourages recreation,
voluntary work, and leadership
workshops, “Kodomo-kai” have
both children’s administration and
parental administration. At a city and
prefectural level, there are Federations
of Kodomo-kai, and at a national level,
there is the National Federation of
Kodomo-kai organizations. What the
National Federation of Kodomo-kai does
is to:

(D guide and cultivate Kodomo-kai
activities,
@ coordinate between instructors and
leaders who engage in Kodomo-kai
activities,

® cultivate and activate leaders in

There is a tendency for declines in
kodomo-kai mernbership accompanying
falling birth rates and social changes in

local comrmunities.



Kodomo-kai (Chlld ren’s Gathering) The participation rates in “Kodormo-

Kai” {children’s gathering) are falling

Fourth grade to six grade (%) at both elementary school and lower

Classification 1995 2000 secondary school, although 45% of

Kodomo-kai 511 446 children at elementary school still

Groups related with sports 23.7 29.4 participate in Kodomo-Kai, which is a

Groups relatled with cultures 1.6 1.8 very liigh rate, compared with the othe

Youth assocation { Boyscout &etc) 1.9 22

Other groups 08 20 groups. At lower secondary school

None 32.2 343 levels, participation in groups related

Lower secondary school (%) to sports is the highest, with the rate

Classification 1995 2000 of participation in Kodomo-Kai coming.

Kodomo-kai 7.7 6.3 However, more than 80% of students

= oK ielab Wlth SPOIS a 2 in lower secondary schools do not
Groups related with cultures 1.0 1.4 N _ ) )

Youth assocation (Boyscout &efc) 1.3 1.8 participateiin anyoutide Brovps, wiBl

Other groups 0.5 16 is caused by high rates of participation

None 84.7 81.3 in club activities organized by schools

themselves.

(VI-81) Participation in Kodomo-Kai (children’s gatherings) 61

activities, In this “Kodomo-Kai”, 112

Kodomo-kai (Children’s Gathering) Kodome kel engagesinyarious

elementary school students and 60 lower
secondary school students participate
as mernbers. Funds are raised from the
mernbership fees ( 100yen/months ) and
from rubbish collection every month. The
activities include; summer festivals, one
day camps, visit s to old people’s homes,
pounding stearmed rice into cake ( mochi-
tsuki ), farewell parties. (Attending to
School in a group —=IX— 30)

(D lining up with same grade students
@ purification by a shinto priest @ a
sacred portable shrine @ lion dance
® a float rubbish collection

July 2005
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Local Education Liaison Councils

1. Proposal
Report from the Central Council for Education “The Model for
Japanese Education in the Perspective of the Twenty-first
Century (the first report)” and “Principle of Regional
Educational Administration in the Future®

2. Organization

Japanese educational organization is composed of schools,
school councilors, PTAs, youth associations, local enterprises
and regional organizations and associations.

3. Aims

(D To make networks of regional organizations and
associations including schools;

@ To improve education in Japan for all society members.

4. Denomination depends on communities

63

(VI-63)

Schools are required to cooperate
and to construct networks with regional
facilities, organizations and associations.
For that reason, the establishment of
local education liaison councils was
proposed in the first report from the
Central Council for Education in July
19986,

Local education liaison councils are
established mainly by raunicipal Boards
of Education through participation
of the PTAs, youth associations, local
enterprises, regional organizations,
regional associations and schools.
Liaison Council roles are to transmit
and consult about activities and to
construct networks, in other words,
to promote improved child raising

by all members involved. The report

proposes the establishment of a Center for Revitalization of Comrmunity Education to provide services such as information dissemination, consultation,

registration and introduction of guides and volunteers. The Septernber 1998 report from the Central Council for Education proposed efforts to assess

the needs for educational administration in school districts and to promote close cooperation between schools and regional societieties by adding

school councilors to Local Education Liaison Council mernbership.

Local Education Liaison Councils

The Board of Education

-

Local Education
Liaison Council

~/1

‘ Other
Schools schqd PTAs Yo_utl_l institutions or
councilors associations =
\ | | organizations
(VI-64) 64
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Local Education Liaison Councils
are cooperative organizations cornposed

of local organizations.



Local Education Liaison Councils I, Osticapratontuns; sachiloner

= = i secondary school has a “local education
M Osaka local education liaison council

< Establishment>

@in order to rebuild integrated education in cooperation with schools, homes and communtties, local
people discuss educational problems in communities. The council promotes cooperative efforts in
communifies to create a core educational community. Each lower secondary school has this council. people discuss educational problems in
< Committee >

@staff members in elementary schools and lower secondary schools, kindergartens, daycare centers,
educational schools for handicapped children, PTAs, youth training associations, welfare liaison councils, | cooperative efforts in comrmunities to

liaison council.” In order to rebuild
integrated education in cooperation with

schools, homes and corrmunities, local

the community. The council promotes

autonomous meetings, children nursing groups, NPOs, enterprises and the Givil Service. create an educational community. The
< Content of ?thlty> : ; committees are made of staff members
@function to activate community education
consciousness and enlightenment to create educational communities from elementary schools and lower
support for home education secondary schools, kindergartens,

plan and practice of children’s activities and health care
@function as information center
@function to coordinate children, the PTAs, youth training
coordinate with schpols, community and children’s homes associations, welfare liaison councils,
cooperative promotion between schools and communities,
promote cooperation system about practicing experience-based activiies such as working
experiences, promotion of employment of local people at schools groups, NPOs, enterprises and the Civil

(VI-65) 65 Service.

daycare centers, schools for handicapped

autonomous meetings, children nursing

Local education liaison councils

Local Education Liaison Councils

work together with people and
organizations in communities, support
school education and child raising,
publish information magazines and
conduct educational activities and events
within cormmunities.

(D Karuta (traditional Japanese playing
cards) party @ Concert (®Stalls

(VI-86) An Example of Local Education Liaison Activities 66
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110 Homes for Children

HBWhat are 110 Homes for Children?

1. To protect children who feel danger or ask for help,

and to report to the police

2. Private houses along streets to schools,

convenience stores, and post offices cooperate as

110 Homes for Children]

3. 10 Homes for Children | are indicated by
posted plates or by flying special flags

(VI-67 )

110 Homes for Children

HIf children run in
@®L et children enter the house and calm down

@®Ask them what happened, when it happened
and where it happened

@Ask them about any suspicious characters

HInforming police
@ Protect children until police arrive

@Provide police with information

(VI-68) Action steps taken at 110 Homes for children
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68

“110 Home for Children” was
started as a grassroots activity of a local
autonomous body and has expanded to
all over the country. It is named after
110, the emergency phone number
for police. Amid an increase in the
frequency of appearances of suspicious
persons and kidnapping or attemnpted
kidnapping of children in comrmunities,
this institution has the significant
function of assisting overseeing of
children’s safety in communities as
a whole by providing shelter where
children can seek for help when they

feel or encounter danger.

Private houses in public and
convenience stores cooperatively offer
their places as “110 Horne for Children”
If children run in a 110 Home, residents
in the home provide shelter for
children, ask what has happened, when
and where it has happened and also ask
thern characteristics of suspects. Then
the residents report the incident to the

police.



110 Homes for Children Booklets are prepared for children

as a crime prevention measure. One
purpose is to inform them of the location
of 110 homes for children. Anther

9&?%63‘? <N purpose is to inform the children that
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An Information from Police Office to Parents 2004

they can ask for help when they see any

suspicious characters, get into danger

and are involved in an incident.
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(VI-69) National police agency crime-prevention textbook 69

110 Homes for Children Houses of 110 homes for children
" 4 post signs. It is important for children to
know the location of the houses.

(VI-70) 70
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Educational Costs Paid by Parents

B Educational Costs Paid by Parents

Although compulsory education is free, parents incur
various expenditures.

BWhat kinds of expenditure are incurred:

1. Expenditures for school lunch

2. Expenditures for school events (school trips, excursions, etc)

3. Expenditures for teaching materials other than textbooks
and stationery

4. Expenditures for experiments and training materials.

5. Expenses on school supplies and expenditures for
transportation

71

(VI-71)

Under compulsory education,
tuition fees are free at national and
public elementary and lower secondary
schools, and textbooks are also supplied
for free. However, parents incur
expenditures such as teaching materials
except for textbooks, experiments and
practical activities, and school events,
Elementary and lower secondary
schools that serve school luncheons,
charge parents for a part of the costs.
Depending on local autonomous
bodies or schools, school lunch fees
are collected by directly charging bank
accounts or are collected in classes
directly as monthly class expenditures.

Families with economic difficulties
may not be able to afford such school

expenditures, They can benefit from

welfare services and receive assistance such as school supplies, educational materials, and school luncheon fees that are needed for compulsory

education in the form of “educational aid.”

* Among the expenditures listed above, sorme are defrayed by parents separately, and others are collected at school In these cases, the expenditures

are charged directly to bank accounts or collected in the form of money as expenditure on class by a home-room teacher.

(Class fee =V — 41)

Educational Costs Paid by Parents _
(Example of how expenditure on class

ocal

Y023, 566 ¥1, 027, 678

Elementary school {ig ol
¥53,446 + Expenditure ¥129,082 +
for school lunch

Expenditure for
school lunch
¥34,015

¥274, 321
Out-of ities

2

ousehold
¥39.302 expenses
4@),628
Out @ ctivities

(VI-72) Educational costs per child (2002)
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is spent =V — 42)

Parents pay around 60,000 yen for
school educational expenses for their
children, and 40,000 yen for their
school luncheons annually at public
elementary schools. For public lower
secondary school children, parents
pay around 130,000 yen for school
educational expenses, and 30,000 for
school luncheons a year. In private
schools parents pay over 900,000 yen
for annual school educational expenses,
which is ruch higher than educational

expenses incurred in public schools.



Educational Costs Paid by Parents

Lower Upper
Classification Kindergarten | Primary school | secondary secondary
_school | school (fultime)
‘School Education Fees 129.082 339.444
Tuition = 110,710
Excursion, school trip 32.437
Class, students' council 11598
C lp1a
® [Other fees to school
n :
t Donation
» Text!aooks :
i Stationery, experiments
t Extra-curricular activities
s |To commute
School uniform 22.418
IMaterials for attendance 10,142 10,366 10422
Others 5.908 3,430 5306
(VI=73) Details of school educational fees paid by parents 73

incurred in elementary schools.

(VI-74)

Collection of class expenditures
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4th grade, February 2005 74

Among public elementary school
educational fees, parents incur expenses
for school supplies and materials for
experiments and practice as primary
costs, and transformation as secondary
costs. In public lower secondary schools,
parents pay expenses for school trips
and school excursions as primary costs,
followed by expenditures for educational
materials excluding school textbooks
and other school necessities (school
supplies and materials for experiment
sand practice, and school uniforms
which are mandatory under school
rules), Because of the costs of school
trips to distant places and club activities
as extracurricular activities, parents’
expenditures for lower secondary school

children are much higher than those

An envelope is often used to notify
parents of class expenditures and their
collection. On the envelopes the home-
room teachers write the total amount
and breakdown of costs, and the date
of collection. These are handed to
parents through students. The parents
then enclose the exact amount of money
needed in the envelop and their children
hand it in to teachers at school. The
teachers check the collected amount
of money and stamp the receipt. If
necessary, teachers enclose any change
required and repay it to the parents.



